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Children and Young Adult Fiction Writing Course

Course Outline and FAQs

 

	Date and time
	Begins 6-8 pm,  Thursday 26 April 2012




	Duration


	Eight weeks total, last class is 14 June 2012

	Location
	Course will be held at The Creative Hub teaching rooms on the waterfront, Princes Wharf. 

Parking is available at $8 for the evening at the City Council downtown car park. Parking is also available free of charge in many of the surrounding streets after 6pm.

Location map at www.maritimemuseum.co.nz


	Sessions
	Eight x 2 hour workshops




	Enrolment process
	Please ‘Save’ Enrollment Form on website and email to The Creative Hub: enquiries@thecreativehub.net.nz


	Fees
	$470.00 inclusive of GST

Payment by Direct Bank Credit to: The Creative Hub – ASB A/C No. 12-3035-0696240-50

Full payment should be received no later than two days prior to course commencement date. Receipt of your payment confirms your place on the course. Number of places is restricted. We don’t accept cheques.



	Facilitator
	Janice Marriott  

See www.janicemarriott.com  for information about Janice. 

	Structure and 
Course Content
	The course will be tailored to the needs of participants. Each session will have a particular focus in the first half, with the second half of each session providing opportunities for students to share the work that they write during the course.   A collegial, supportive environment, where participants can share work and learn from the response of others will be a characteristic of the course. 

In the first session, after introductions, we will focus on nurturing creativity. Writing for children is all about writing in a simple, fresh, vivid style. We will use techniques to feed your imagination, increase your creative powers, and help you find original ideas for stories. Participants will be able to choose which of the following topics they would most wish to cover in-depth during the course. The chosen topics will be dealt with in the detailed briefings in the first hour of each subsequent session. 

1. Developing a viewpoint that will aid you in writing for children. Learning to see the world through the eyes of a child. Making your writing style suitable for child readers. Using the active voice rather than the passive one. Making memorable metaphors. Choosing plain yet vivid  vocabulary. Being specific, not vague. Answering the question: what is ‘good’ writing?

2. Genres. An overview of all the types of writing for children, from board books for babies to YA fiction.

3. Perfecting a picture book: How to think in pictures, the importance of the page turn moment, the structure of a picture book, the importance of word choice. How to write with rhythm and rhyme in a fresh, appealing way, without using tired clichés. Finding the winning idea for a simple story.

4. Breathing life into your characters. How to get inside your characters and make them speak. How to ensure your readers empathise with your characters. How to manage direct speech. 

5. Writing novels for children. Everything you need to know to keep on track. 

6. Structure – how to shape your story. What to leave in and what to throw out? Where does a story start? And finish? How to begin a story?

7. Educational writing. What is it? How to get involved in it. How to write what children read in school. How to get paid for it. 

8. Humour – the way children see the world. Writing for a child’s enjoyment.

9. Know the field. Recommendations of great books to read as examples. Using published authors as mentors.

10. The part of the iceberg lurking under the water: editing your manuscript. The importance of editing and how to do it. 

11. Getting published. Familiarising yourself with trade publishers, educational publishers, and e-publishing your own book. How to know which publisher is the right match for your story? How to find them. How to approach them? How to prepare a manuscript for a publisher. The legal side of publishing: contracts, copyright, royalties, and advances. 

 

	Recommended books on the writing craft
	Cowley, Joy, Writing from the Heart: How to write for children, Storylines Children’s Literature Trust, 2010.

Robert McKee, Story:  Substance, Structure, Style, and the Principles of Screenwriting

Lowry, Brigit, Juicy Writing: Inspiration and Techniques for Young Writers, Allen & Unwin, 2008.

	Withdrawal and Refund Policy
	Where the student withdraws from the course, and notifies the Creative Hub in writing three working days or more prior to the course commencing, they will be eligible for a total refund of any fees paid, less an administration charge of $50. Students withdrawing after this period will not be eligible for any refund.




Your tutor’s background 

Janice is one of the most experienced deliverers of children’s writing courses in the country. She has tutored creative writing and poetry, assesses manuscripts for the NZ Society of Authors, and is a member of the NZ Association of Manuscript Assessors, through which she regularly assesses manuscripts for publication.  

She has judged national short story competitions, and given workshops in creative writing throughout the country. This year she judged the Ronald Hugh Morrieson Competition, and delivered workshops at Katherine Mansfield House in Wellington, in Taumarunui and Taranaki. She regularly visits schools as part of the New Zealand Book Council Writers-in-School scheme and participates in Storylines Festivals. 

She has written children’s books in many genres, including fiction (novels and short stories), picture books, educational publications, historical fiction,  science fiction, and humour. She worked for New Zealand’s largest educational publisher, Learning Media for over 20 years. 

She has won the Aim Book of the Year Award, the NZ Post Award for Junior Fiction, and the Esther Glen Medal.

As well as writing for children Janice has written two popular memoirs of her life, based around her garden and kitchen. Common Ground and Common Table were co-authored with Virginia Pawsey. She has written garden columns for the Herald on Sunday, and been listed as Columnist of the Year for her NZ House and Garden columns. 

Frequently Asked Questions

Do I need prior writing experience to qualify for this course?

Not specifically. The course will offer insights, knowledge and opportunities for those who are absolute beginners to the pleasures of writing fiction, and also to those who have already written some stories, poems or even novels for children but have not managed to achieve publication. The course would also prove useful for a writer who has had some limited success with publication (for example, a School Journal short story, or some acceptances in the educational field), but who wishes to move to another level.  

Can I prepare for this course and how can I optimise my experience?

Some familiarity with a range of children’s and YA books will obviously be beneficial, but not essential. (Most of us can well remember the books we read in childhood, and some will have increased their knowledge by sharing books with their own children.) In preparation for the course you could select a picture book, a junior (8–12 years) novel and a YA novel that has given you and/or your children particular pleasure, and begin reading with a critical focus, considering why this story or novel got published, and what particularly delights you about the book.  

Will I be required to do any homework?

To get the most from the course, it is expected that participants will want to do some work on their project between sessions.  The group discussions will of course be respectful of the work in hand, and may also involve a participant providing a short extract for the class. 

Are these courses fun?

Children’s literature is by definition a genre where delight, fun and pure enjoyment are inherent. It is often remarked in the literary world that those who work in children’s books are notably generous and sensitive to others. So yes, there will be fun to be had, along with much acquisition of knowledge and useful wisdom about the genre. 

Can I get my finished manuscript assessed?

Not formally as part of this course itself. But The Creative Hub offers a separate manuscript assessment service which provides you with professional advice on how to develop and fine tune successive drafts of manuscripts. You are welcome to take advantage of this service after the course.

