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Travel Writing and Photography Course

Course Outline and FAQ

 

	Date and time
	Begins 6pm–8pm, Tuesday 9 October 2012

Travel writing component, six sessions, 6pm–8pm Tuesday nights.
Travel photography component, two sessions, 2pm–4pm, Saturday afternoons, 3 and 10 November.



	Duration
	Six weeks total.



	Location
	Course will be held in The Creative Hub waterfront teaching rooms. 

Parking is available at $8 for the evening at the City Council downtown car park. Parking is also available free of charge in many of the surrounding streets after 6pm.

Location map at www.maritimemuseum.co.nz


	Sessions
	Six x 2-hour travel writing workshops

Two x 2-hour photography workshops



	Enrolment    process
	Please ‘Save’ Enrollment Form on website and email to The Creative Hub: enquiries@thecreativehub.net.nz


	Fees
	$462.50 inclusive of GST

Payment by Direct Bank Credit to:  The Creative Hub
 – ASB A/C No. 12-3035-0696240-50

Full payment should be received no later than seven days prior to course commencement date.  Receipt of your payment confirms your place on the course. Number of places is restricted. We don’t accept cheques.



	Facilitators 
	Yvonne van Dongen and Greta Anderson

See our website www.thecreativehub.net.nz for CVs

	Structure and Course Content
	1) Identifying What Makes a Travel Story. Is a travel story an information guide? An armchair journey? Creative non-fiction? A spur to action? 

Or all of the above? Before we learn how to write a travel story we will learn what make up the key elements of the genre. 

2) What’s your angle? A good travel story has a strong point of view. Together we will explore how to go about finding the angle that will set your story apart.

3) Beginning to Write: First we need material. We will look at interviewing techniques, observation skills, research before you go and research to undertake once you return, note-taking and what to do with all those travel diaries. Before we begin to write we must understand how to structure our story – otherwise the most beautifully crafted sentences will lose their impact.

4) Bringing a Traveller’s Tale to Life. What are the tools that a writer has at his or her disposal so that the story becomes a ‘must read’? We will identify those tools and practise using them. 

5) and 6) Travel Photography workshops

These Saturday afternoon workshops will be run by Greta Anderson, a prize-winning photographer who has worked for the NZ Herald, Metro Magazine, onHoliday, and the Air NZ inflight magazine. 

Day One: Please bring your preferred camera equipment. Establishing image. We’ll meet at the ferry terminal for Devonport. City, landscape and people.

Day Two: Please bring your preferred camera equipment. Interior shoot. We’ll meet at the Mezze Bar – images: food and culture. We’ll then finish at the Civic Theatre: Art and culture.

Recommended magazines to look at: Life and Leisure, North and South, Conde Naste, Wallpaper.

7) Good Writing is Rewriting: We continue examining the writer’s toolbox. Part of becoming a good writer is becoming a good rewriter, a good editor and a good proofreader. We will practise all these skills and look at common mistakes and how to avoid them.

8) What Editors Want. We will look at how the travel industry works and identify appropriate markets for travel writing. We will also find out how to meet other travel writers to exchange ideas and to network.

Working together throughout the course students will practise writing and share their work with the group. They will learn to offer and accept constructive feedback. Editors rarely provide feedback on the quality of a submitted story, but the group process will provide an invaluable opportunity to receive this.



	Withdrawal and Refund Policy
	Courses five weeks or more but less than three months’ duration


Where the student withdraws from the course, and notifies the Creative Hub in writing three working days or more prior to the course commencing, they will be eligible for a total refund of any fees paid, less an administration charge of $50. Students withdrawing after this period will not be eligible for any refund.




Background to Course

As a successful journalist and much-published travel writer, Yvonne van Dongen has taught a number of travel writing courses around the country. She has distilled these experiences into a fascinating six-week course to be taught at the Creative Hub – appropriately enough, to be held at our waterfront rooms at the Maritime Museum, a centre for the celebration of our roving maritime heritage.

Yvonne has assisted many writers fine-tune their stories for publication – and has encouraged others to record their travel experiences in a way that can be shared directly with friends, family or published more widely through the Internet.

The six-week format allows for extended class discussion – students should be prepared to read their stories aloud or contribute ideas to a discussion. The course format also allows for the exploration of a variety of different approaches to the subject matter.

There will be an opportunity for students to share travel experiences – but the primary purpose of the course is to translate these events into compelling and marketable stories.

Students are advised to keep a journal during the course. This provides an opportunity to record observations from daily life, and to help develop powers of observation and background material for the stories being worked on. There are no exams in this course.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do I have to have travelled widely, perhaps overseas, for this course?

While it may help if you have been somewhere exotic, dangerous, annoying or dramatic, this course is more about writing than travelling. A journey within New Zealand, a small town you have lived in recently or a local experience/encounter may all provide appropriate subject matter for travel stories. 

What is the course structure?

Each three-hour weekly session will be facilitated by Yvonne and will include writing exercises on the night as well as the development of story ideas which students will be encouraged to work on between sessions.

What can I expect by the end of this course?

Travel writing allows for a great variety and flexibility of writing styles and for the development of a range of creative writing skills. On completion of the course, students will have up-skilled in the techniques and craft of storytelling, and observation-based travel writing. 

There is much competition in the marketplace and one of our aims is to make you more aware of market niches in the travel writing world.  Students will be made aware of the key elements travel editors look for in a story. They will also be advised of the common traps beginner writers fall into, and how to avoid them.

Professional travel writing is often the result of a commission by a publication, or tourist authority, but the most successful travel writers in New Zealand know how to write a story that meets the needs of the commissioning agent, without professionally compromising the writer. Rather than trying to sell a destination, the best travel writers write to convey a sense of place, people or culture.

Why have you combined the writing workshops with photography workshops?

With major recent changes in the travel publishing industry, a travel writer who can also take photographs is in a significantly better position when negotiating with travel editors. Few travel magazines can now afford to send specialist travel photographers on assignment.

Also, the recent availability of high-quality digital cameras has made taking photographs and the development of photographic skills, significantly less expensive.

What form do the photography workshops take?

Greta Anderson, a travel photographer who has worked for a number of leading NZ magazines, will guide the group ‘on assignment’ around several locations in central Auckland, taking photographs, and demonstrating photographic techniques.

Do I need a camera?

Yes. However, you do not need an expensive camera to benefit from the craft and artistic skills being demonstrated.

Is there any follow-up once the course is over?

The Creative Hub offers a manuscript assessment service which provides you with professional advice on how to develop and fine-tune successive drafts of manuscripts. You are welcome to take advantage of this service as you develop material beyond the end of the course. Please see our website for details www.thecreativehub.net.nz
